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Vision & Mission
Vision - We dream of a diverse society, driven by the principles of sustainability and peaceful
coexistence.
Mission - We at UNAA strive for an open, well-informed, and evidence-based public
discourse, leading to more inclusive and resilient policymaking processes.
Who are we?
United Nations Association Albania (UNAA) is a
Civil Society Organization dedicated to
informing, inspiring, and mobilizing the
Albanian "people" to support and promote the
values and activities of the United Nations.
Since the 24th of October 2016, a diverse group
of young Albanians passionate about youth
engagement and the United Nations decided to
join their endeavors to create and foster a UN
community in their country.

Through activities, such as seminars, webinars,
roundtables workshops, conferences,
publications, and simulations of the
international decision-making bodies, UNAA
aims at promoting multilateralism, structured
dialogue at the national, regional and
international levels, help understand and locally
act upon the Sustainable Development Goals,
and serve as a tool for non-formal education
fostering the spirit of cooperation and
volunteerism.
Through its work, UNAA aims to be positioned
as:

Throughout its functioning, UNAA has been
engaged in numerous projects, including:

A key actor fostering civic engagement on

"Building Partnership for Youth, Peace, and
Security"; MUN Albania Initiative; Coffee Talks

sustainable development;
A key stakeholder in Albanias' foreign policy

Series; UN75 Anniversary Initiative, Albanian UN
Youth Delegate Programme; and most recently,
“UNYA Albania – Upgrading Youth Skills for

deliberations;
A key promoter of youth participation and
representation at the national and

Sustainable Action” Project, funded by the

international level

European Endowment for Democracy.

United Nations Youth Association Albania
United Nations Youth Association Albania (UNYAA) is the youth chapter of UNAA. It has been
incorporated into the association and operates as an autonomous and transparent entity with its
own by-laws.
Presently it includes around forty young volunteers aged between 16-27 years old, who believe that
volunteerism is the ultimate exercise in democracy. The general assembly of members convenes at
least twice a year to deliberate on the chapterʼs initiatives, activities, impact, membership, and the
election of the Executive Board. Throughout the season of activities, members are structured into
three departments, precisely Projects, Marketing & PR, and Human Resources, responsible for
seeing different aspects related to the implementation of the activities.
UNYAA has been active for more than five years, during which it has implemented numerous
endeavors that include, among others the MUN Albania Initiative, the Coffee Talks Series, and most
recently Youtube Vlogs, Podcasts, and Movie Nights. Through its youth chapter, UNAA aims at
creating a medium that swiftly shifts from training youth to enabling youth to become changemakers.

Projects Overview
UNYA Albania - Upgrading Youth Skills for SustaInable Action
An initiative focused on advancing the capacities of UNYAA Members on informing, generating ideas, and
taking action onwards the advancement of the Agenda for Sustainable Development, within the Albanian
society. Through building group cohesion and lasting connections, this Project foresees a comprehensive
set of advocacy and awareness-raising actions, such as Coffee Talks, Movie Nights, Podcasts, Vlogs,
Trainings, and Group Retreats.
Albanian Youth Delegate to the United Nations
The Albanian Youth Delegate to the United Nations (UNYD) is a programme that aims to bring the Albanian
youth closer to the UN. A gender-balanced team of two young people face the ultimate challenge of
representing their peers in the biggest global forum of diplomacy as part of the National Delegation of the
Republic of Albania to the United Nations General Assembly. They serve as advocates of youth issues and
SDGs who marathon through the country in an Olympic effort to reach Albanian young people and factor
in their views in designing the path toward a more sustainable future.
Building Partnership for "Youth, Peace & Security"
This project aims to develop a structured coalition of local CSOs, academia, regional & international partners, in an
effort to coordinate our advocacy for the introduction of youth-friendly processes, within the governing structures of
the Albanian foreign policy, regional cooperation, and civic education domains - paving the way towards the drafting
of a National Strategy on Youth, Peace and Security
ElectionVille
Local democracy represents the closest institutional window, for citizens' participation. Yet an impactful inclusion
of the people at the local decision-making structures requires well-informed, and active citizenry. Electionville is
our way of training young Albanians in becoming active constituents. This fun and educational game functions as an
excellent tool to explore the basic concepts of local government and democratic processes, for young people from
all over Albania.
MUN Albania 2021
Placing ourselves in the shoes of a decision-maker is the best way of challenging our mindsets, and rethinking our
expectations. Through MUN Labs, Mock Debates, and Model United Nation-s, we aim at simulating a real-time
experience of deliberation, diplomatic techniques, and negotiations, which will equip youngsters with a better
understanding of international politics, dialogue, and institutional policymaking.
Earth Day
Our planet Earth is nothing but all we owe to the next generations. To make ours and their life better, this 22nd of
April, we joined efforts to develop healthier, less polluting, more resilient, and many balanced lifestyles. In the ambit
of Earth Day 2021, UNAA co-designed and implemented a series of activities in cooperation with both national and
international partners, aiming to explore and highlight ways people can maintain a healthy and sustainable
relationship with nature.
Week of Integrity
Integrity is one of the key pillars of political, economic, and social structures and thus essential to the economic and
social well-being and prosperity of individuals and societies as a whole. The Week of Integrity stands as a national
awareness-raising campaign where collective action is anticipated as leverage to draw attention to the importance of
integrity and to promote ethical behavior.
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UNYA Albania - Upgrading Youth Skills for Sustainable Actions
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Recruitment
In 2021 UNAA's Youth Chapter, UNYAA organized 2
Recruitment processes. The main goal of these
recruitment processes is not only to grow in numbers
but also to approach young Albanians with a certain
set of skills that would suit and fulfill the needs of each
of the departments.
This Year, UNYAA welcomed 55 new members out of
255 Applications. These members came from different
academic backgrounds with 42.86% studying Social
Science and 34.29% Exact Science thus preserving the
diversity and reinforcing the identity of the youth
chapter.
Team Building
With the purpose of strengthening the bonds within
the team, turning them into a cohesive group of young
people who are willing to work together to meet the
needs and goals of UNYAA, during 2021 two Team
Building activities were organized.
The first Team Building was organized in Vlora and it
consisted of various structured activities and exercises
undertaken to motivate 32 team members
and increase the overall performance of the team.
Movie Night Activity “ My Lake”;
Training Wellness & Coaching sessions;
Workshop “Designing the Conference on the future
of UNYAA”;
Treasure Hunting.
The Second TeamBuilding was organized in Pogradec
where 29 team members participated in different
activities in order to motivate and strengthen the
bond between them:

Follow Up Initiative – Maliqʼs Landfill
Training Wellness & Coaching sessions
Treasure Hunt
Training
In 2021, UNAA's Youth Chapter with the purpose
of fulfilling the needs of its members and helping them
learn and grow rapidly organized 5 Training sessions.
These sessions consisted of:
Using design tools (Adobe Illustrator)
Concept Note Writing Cycle
Logistic 101 (How to run the show)
The basics of organizing a MUN conference
The message behind the image
MUN Lab
During this activity, participants had the chance to
learn everything there is to know about the MUN,
specific roles such as delegates and journalists. 18
participants were trained towards improving the skills
needed for such a conference, starting from public
speaking, negotiating, researching, and debating skills.
Two external trainers, Luca Tesei Li Bassi and Pietro F.
Fochi helped the attendees get the best information
regarding the following workshop toppings:
Model UN Basics;
Preparation and Rules of Procedure;
Journalism;
Public Speaking and Resolution Writing.

Mock Debates
Over the last year, UNYAA managed to organize two
simulations in the form of an Internal and
External Mock Debate as part of the MUN Initiative. The
Mock Debate Series consists of activities that strive to
promote the principles of the United Nations such as
multilateralism, international cooperation, and
dialogue in approaching global challenges, as well as
the promotion of debate and decision-making
simulations as platforms of non-formal education.
Internal Mock Debate was an educational emulation of
the EU-Western Balkans Summit on the topic “Pillars
of Development: Western Balkans towards
Sustainability and the Green Agenda”, contributing to
the exposure of its participants in supranational
political forums and policy-making processes. 12
UNYAA members discussed two subtopics namely:
Climate action and the road towards the economic
recovery of the Western Balkans;
The Green Agenda, an instrument to the
Enlargement process of the EU
External Mock Debate was developed under the topic
of “Breach of Human Rights: A ʻSurvival Gameʼ torn
between Geopolitics and Universal HealthCare
Coverage”. The activity consisted of a simulation of the
United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC),
represented by 9 delegations (Brazil, Bulgaria, Peopleʼs
Republic of China, Democratic Republic of Congo,
Germany, India, Italy, Somalia, and the United
Kingdom) in order to simulate the councilʼs function.
YouTube Vlogs
In the commencement of ʻʼDecade of Action" UNAA
and UNYAA jointly designed and implemented “An SDG
Informative Vlogs Series”. In 2021, 5 YouTube Vlogs
were published with the topics of:

UN75 Initiative in Albania;
Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions;
Partnership for the Goals;
Affordable and Clean Energy;
Gender Equality

Albanian Youth Delegates to the United Nations
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First Round of Selection of the Albanian Youth
Delegates to the United Nations
The call for the third generation of Albanian Youth
Delegates to the United Nations (UNYD) closed on June
18th.
The selection committee for this round was
composed of 1 (one) representative from UNAA, 2
(two) previous Albanian Youth Delegates to the UN, 1
(one) representative from the Netherlands Embassy in

to be part of the last phase which was structured in the
form of a joint debate between the finalists.

Tirana, 1 (one) representative of UNICEF in Albania,
and 1 (one) representative from National Youth
Agency.

and showcasing their organizing skills on how they

The applications were evaluated based on (i) youth
and civic engagement; (ii) international experience; (iii)
knowledge of the Sustainable Development Goals and
the UN system; (iv)

Selection Process
The third and final phase took place on the 14th of
July, on the premises of “Destil Creative Hub”. Divided
into four segments, the debate gave the finalists a
chance to express their skills in commenting and
elaborating different statements, drafting a speech,
would plan their mandate. Each of these segments
matched a specific topic that consisted of (a) Revival of
Multilateralism, (b) Peace, and Security, (c) Addressing
Inequalities, Climate Change and Technological
Advancement, (d) Youth Delegates, and the
Sustainable Development Goals.

English proficiency; (v) motivation and understanding
of the role of a UNYD; (vi) coherence in argumentation
and originality of the solutions proposed in the essay.

At the end of Phase III, the points accumulated by

The jury invited 07 (seven) applicants with the highest

Delegates of Albania to the UN were Ania Sauku and
Diogjen Kolici

scores: three male and four female, for individual
interviews.
Individual Interviews
The selection committee for the second round was
composed of 1 (one) representative from UNAA, 1 (one)
representative from the Netherlands Embassy in
Tirana, 1 (one) representative of UNICEF in Albania, 1
(one) representative from Regional Youth Cooperation
Office, and 1 (one) representative from National Youth
Agency.
The jury selected four candidates (2 male and 2 female
candidates)

each candidate in the three evaluation phases were
collected and the two candidates chosen as Youth

National Consultation Tour
The Albanian Youth Delegates to the UN began their
mandate by organizing a series of meetings with
youth organizations and institutional agencies for
young people with the purpose of establishing
cooperation so that Albanian youth get a meaningful
representation in the 76th session of the General
Assembly of the United Nations.

Albanian Youth Delegates to the United Nations
They held meetings with 9 (nine) nonprofit
organizations in Tirana and met with different
Agencies and Institutions such as the National Youth
Agency, the Regional Youth Cooperation Office (RYCO),
the United Nations Country Team in Albania, the
Embassy of the Netherlands, and the Mayor of Tirana.
The delegates continued their journey by organizing a
series of meetings with young people in different
cities of Albania where they met with peers from
Pogradec, Shkoder, Kucove, Puke, and Kurbin,
collecting their perceptions on Agenda 2030 on
Sustainable Development, as well as discussing the
importance of acting for
change with the local community.
United Nations General Assembly 76
The 76th session of the UN General Assembly (UNGA
76) opened on Tuesday, 14 September 2021.
The General Debate took place from 21 September to
27 September 2021.
Due to the global pandemic, the size of delegations
allowed into the General Assembly Hall was limited,
and the UN Member States provided pre-recorded
statements.
During the UN76 General Assembly, Delegates had the
chance to address the Third Committee in a
joint national statement of the Republic of Albania.
The Third Committee of the General Assembly at its
seventy-sixth session was chaired by
H.E.Mohame Siad Doualeh (Djibouti).
During their speech, delegates were able to share the
perspective of the Albanian youth on the most
pressing issues by addressing the following:
1. The crucial role of youth in COVID-19 recovery
policies and the importance of seeing them as equals
and not just beneficiaries.

2. Called upon the U.N and UNSC Member states to
bring new momentum to the Youth, Peace, and
Security Agenda and follow up on their commitments
to this agenda.
3. Tirana European Youth Capital as a tool to address
the opportunity gap of youth in rural areas and small
towns, minorities, and marginalized communities
beyond the 12 monthsʼ time frame.
4. The importance of empowering young people and
including them in the decision-making to achieve a
peaceful and sustainable planet.

Building Partnership for "Youth, Peace & Security"
Annual Statistics
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4
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Introductory meeting with interested YPS
stakeholders
A diverse pool of Civil society Organizations, Youth
Groups, Universities, Academicians, High Schools,
active youngsters, and International Organisations met
through an introductory meeting which also included
working group sessions, through which the partners
drafted: a set of principles guiding the groups'
communication and cooperation; a Calendar for the
forthcoming co-design workshops; and
recommendations on the priority topics
Youth Survey on Peace at local and regional realms
Youth Survey on Peace was publicly launched on
September 16th and promoted throughout UNAA's
communication channels. It was simultaneously
shared with our partners, young peers, and

20
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more institutional mechanisms for youth participation
in decision making, as well as on tailored strategies for
reaching less-engaged youngsters.
The online platform on YPS Agenda
In the framework of the project "Building Partnership
for Youth, Peace, and Security", the Online Platform on
Youth, Peace, and Security was launched, both in
Albanian and English languages. Website Link:
https://youthpeacesecurity.al/
4 Local workshops on Peace: co-designing youthdriven concept-ideas for the "Peace Week 2022
The first "Local Workshop on Peace" was organized in
Tirana. It was structured around an engaging
methodology, mainly encouraging group work, and codesign processes. In this framework, after interactively

collaborators.

participating in sessions on peace, grassroot social
stereotypes, group reflection, youth, and security

Open Forum: Pivot on Youth - Albania's Membership
to UNSC 2022-2023 Programme
on October 26, the Project Team designed and

synergies - 14 attendees co-developed a set of 04
concept-ideas, on how to foster peace and dialogue in
their local communities.

organized the Round Table Discussion: "Albanias'
contribution to the UN Security Council - Youth lenses

The second "Local Workshop on Peace with Youth"

for a Common Agenda". Centered around the country's
priorities at the Security Council throughout 20222023, the discussion brought together the Partners of
the National YPS Network, the Albanias' Permanent
Representative to the United Nations, as well as, the
Director of the National Youth Agency. It served as an
open space, where concepts of peace and security,
social dialogue, and cohesion, were concretized on
proposals for a national youth mobility scheme,

was organized in Puka in cooperation with the Youth
Movement of Puka, one of the Partners of the YPS
Networks' co-design process. Similar to the first
workshop, it was structured around an engaging
methodology, mainly encouraging group work, and codesign processes.

Building Partnership for "Youth, Peace & Security"
In this framework, after interactively participating in
sessions on peace, grassroot social stereotypes, group
reflection, youth, and security synergies - 20 attendees
co-developed a set of three concept-ideas, on how to
foster peace and dialogue in their local communities.
The third Local Workshop in Peace with Youth took
place in Elbasan, at the premises of the organization:
"Women Center for Development and Change Albania''
14 participants attended the workshop sessions, which
generated 03 concept ideas.
The fourth Local Workshop in Peace with Youth took
place in Korça, at the premises of the townʼs public
library: "Thimi Mitko''. 09 young people attended the
workshop sessions, which generated 03 concept ideas.
By the end of the five Local Workshops, some of these
ideas will be able to receive some support, to be
implemented during Peace Week 2022.

ElectionVille
Annual Statistics

2

41
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2
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ElectionVille Korça

ElectionVille Lezha

ElectionVille 2021 in Korça was organized as a
multidimensional package of activities that took place
during the weekend of May 22nd – May 23rd,
2021. Under the guidance of the game master,
participants were grouped into 05 parties and were
instructed to choose their party leader and political
ideology. Parties were gender-balanced: Originally,

ElectionVille 2021 in Lezha was organized in a similar
fashion to the first edition in Korça. During the
weekend of September 18th – September 19th.
On the agenda of the first day was the semi-formal
discussion with young people of Lezha, dissecting the
relationship between young people, civil society, and
local governance units and how a better relationship

each party was composed of two female and two male.

between them serves Sustainable Development.

Ideologically, all parties were seemingly left, whereas,
in practice, one party showcased nationalistic and
conservative narratives.

Under the guidance of the game master, participants
were grouped into parties and were instructed to

The young people of Korça prioritized Social Services,
Healthcare, and Economic Development. The young

choose their party leader and political ideology. Out of
the 21 participants (20 players and 1 journalist), 14
were female and 7 male.

people of this edition also prioritized Arts & Culture
and Elderly Care.

The youngsters of Lezha prioritized Education,
Economic Development, and Healthcare. They

For the first time, public consultations with the ʻcityʼ
(audience) and participatory budgeting practices were
introduced to the political reality of the city of

included Child Care and Vocational Education in their
top ten, leaving Housing and Elderly Care.

ElectionVille.

Overall, the game was characterized by constructive
consultations between parties, giving the game a
productive pace. The audience was involved in the
process. The game master and journalist allocated a
dedicated time session for the audience to directly
express their opinion on the decisions of the municipal
council.

MUN Albania 2021
Annual Statistics

2
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22 members of the UNAAʼs youth chapter (UNYA) were
positioned in teams. There was 1 Conference Manager,
1 Conference Assistant, 1 Socials Team (8 members), 1
Logistics Team (6 members), and 1 Design & PR team (6

In this manner, the General Assembly conferenceʼs
product was a draft resolution, “Resolution 1- Gender,
Health, and Security with a focus on Women, Peace,
and Security (WPS)”, which is attached to this report. In
addition, there were 2 draft resolutions coming from
the UNSC committee, and 1 draft resolution coming
from the WHO committee. There were also 2
presidential statements in response to a crisis.

members). As per the Content Team, the following

Therefore, the participants managed to produce 6

roles were undertaken: Secretary-General, UnderSecretary-General, 3 Chairpersons, 1 Editor-in-chief,
and 1 Journalist.

international documents in 3 days of simulation.

MUN Albania 2021 conference took place from 8th12th of September, at the premises of Ivanaj
Foundation and the Municipality of the city of Tirana

This conference has brought together 36 youngsters,
coming from Albania (30), Kosovo (1), Italy (1), Bulgaria
(2), Croatia (1), and Ukraine (1).
Model United Nations Conference was held on-site for
the first time in the region since the start of the
pandemic Covid-19. Through the funding provided by
UNCT, the participants could participate in this
conference free of charge.
Under the topic of “Access to Health - a global fight for
life and justice”, this conference played a major role in
explaining the complex dimension of citizensʼ healthboth physically and mentally.

Week of Integrity
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Integrity through the lenses of the Sustainable
Development Goals
In the framework of the third edition of the Week of
Integrity in Albania - an initiative seeking to stimulate
the debate about what integrity means in practice for
organizations and individuals – UNAA in partnership
with the University of New York in Tirana (UNYT),
organized a series of small-scale youth activities where

Oxford Style Debate "Universities promote Integrity
and Democracy in Albania"
Pursuant to the "Oxford-style Debate Format", this
event featured around the main motion: "Albanian
Universities promote integrity and educate democratic
values" - whereby a total of 04 (four) invited speakers,
were equally divided into two sides: "in favor' and
"against" - based on their publicly elaborated

participants exchange perceptions on the link between

viewpoints, preceding the event. These guest

integrity and the Sustainable Development Goals.

speakers, under the facilitation of a Moderator,
debated throughout four sections, as per below:

8 young Albanians participated in two activities, which
aimed to improve the understanding of how integrity
applies to the SDGs and vice-versa. Each participant
was shown around 100 pictures that depicted different

Opening Speeches - Each of the speakers had 06 (six)
minutes of introductory remarks, throughout which
s/he elaborated on the defense of his/her stance vis-a-

lifestyles, phenomena, and problems from all around

vis the debate motion.

the world. They were asked to choose three to five
images and create a story regarding how these
pictures were related to the topic. After the

Intra-panel Discussion - In the aftermath of the opening
remarks, the debaters engaged in a constructive
discussion among themselves, guided by the

storytelling, participants discussed by commenting on

Moderators' previously defined questions, as well as,

the story and expressing different points of view. The
discussions focused mainly on:

references to the arguments that the speakers outlined
throughout their opening remarks.

1. each participantʼs perception of integrity;

Question-and-Answer Period - By the end of the Intra-

2. the link between integrity and each one of the

panel Discussion, the Moderator opened the floor for

Sustainable Development Goals;
3. their everyday experiences and situations where
integrity can be violated.

the Hall Audience, who had the opportunity to briefly
elaborate their opinion, and their question, directed to
one/ or more panelists
Closing Remarks - In the last section, each speaker had
a 02-minute elaboration of his main arguments and
final messages
At the end of the fourth debate section (after the
Closing Remarks), the Moderator asked the audience
to cast their vote.

Restore Our Earth - Working with nature

Annual Statistics
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Being organized in the ambit of Earth Day 2021, the
project consisted of three initiatives, targeting young
people, 15 – 29 years old wishing to enhance their
environmental literacy and contribution to the cause.
More specifically, the following activities were
organized:

For three hours, starting from 9 AM CET, Team Leaders
guided participants through each location with hints
and short quizzes, testing knowledge on biodiversity
protection, species conservation, climate change, and
their efforts in this regard. Each location was chosen
deliberately in relation to the Earth Day theme.

Movie Screening(s)
On April 16th and April 19th, two movie screenings on

Participants visited the National Sciences Museum, the
Grand Park of Tirana, the Faculty of Natural Sciences,
and the offices of the partners for this activity.

Albanian nature areas, namely “Zall Gjoçaj National
Park” and the "Vjosa river" were organized with a
duration of 2 hours from 5 PM CET, factoring in the
collaboration of local CBO / informal group “ATA” and

International Partners Tour
On Earth Day, April 22nd, the winning team (the team
that concluded the Treasure Hunting game the first)

environmental NGO, ECO Albania. Each movie
screening gathered 10 participants in the offices of
UNAA, in respect of the safety measures and

visited the residency of H.E. Ambassador of the
Kingdom of Netherlands in Albania, Guusje Korthals
Altes and the offices of the UNCT in Albania.

restrictions set by the national authorities. Pursuing an
interaction-based approach, the activity delivered
Through interactive presentations, participants were
discussion on biodiversity, social and cultural values of better informed on:
the ecosystems, while participants explored solutions
such as the better implementation of the legal
framework, investing in alternative “green energy”

● the Dutch vision on global climate action,
complemented by their policy and legal framework on
nature and biodiversity protection;

sources, and exploring the touristic potential of these
areas.

● the Dutch efforts to preserve and, where possible,
restore the Netherlandsʼ natural environment and

Treasure Hunting
On April 21st, a Treasure Hunting game was organized
in cooperation with climate activists and local
environmental NGOs namely Protection and
Preservation of Natural Environment in Albania
(PPNEA), ECO Albania, and Eden Center. Four teams of
three young people partnered with these
representatives.

biodiversity;
● The work of UN agencies in Albania in promoting
accelerated action towards the goals of the Paris
Agreement;
● The ongoing projects of UNDP and UNEP in Albania
that support nature conservation.

Our Team
Kristi Cina
Kristi Çina is one of the founding officers and the
incumbent president of UNAA. Since 2016, he has
contributed to shaping the organizational architecture
of UNAA and its youth chapter as well as the vision and
programmatic work of the association. During his
ongoing dynamic career, he has worked on projects
related to youth empowerment, gender issues, civil
society, rule of law, and sustainable development
goals.
Kristi is also the founder and manager of the Albanian
Youth Delegates to the UN Programme (UNYD) and has
served as a youth adviser within the National
Delegation of the Republic of Albania to UNESCOʼs
40th General Conference.
In recognition of his contribution to the civic space in
Albania, he was invited in 2019 to participate in the
International Visitor Leadership Programem - the U.S.
Department of State's premier professional exchange
program - on “Youth and Civic Engagement” and in
2020 was selected “WFUNA Leader of the Year” by the
World Federation of United Nations Associations.
Kristi is a member of the UN Youth Advisory Board in
Albania and the Commission for Sustainable
Development and Integrity (established by ICC
Albania).

Klajdi Kaziu
Klajdi Kaziu is currently acting as Secretary-General of
the UNAA, leading an initiative to develop the Albanian
National Network on Youth, Peace, and Security. He
has long been a young activist, committed to youth
mainstreaming in public policy, particularly with
regard to foreign affairs. Since 2020, he has been
elected amongst the “Young European Ambassadors''
from the Western Balkans, representing his country
within this flagship EU initiative, whilst being actively
engaged in Policy Briefings with GLOBSEC, and the
Anna Lindh Foundation. Simultaneously, Klajdi has
been utilizing his background knowledge and practical
skills as a UNFPA Peer Trainer, in parallel mentoring a
set of local youth peacebuilding initiatives.

Linda Kelmendi
Linda Kelmendi is the Treasurer of the United Nations
Association Albania. She simultaneously acts as
Project Assistant for two initiatives “Building
Partnership for Youth, Peace, and Security” and
“Upgrading Youth Skills for Sustainable Action”.
Counting four years of volunteerism, Linda is now the
President of UNYAA, the youth chapter of UNAA. In a
professional capacity and beyond, she is continuously
engaged in peer-to-peer education and capacitybuilding initiatives.
Although she is always seeking innovative ways to
emphasize the role of her peers as relevant actors in
the community and provide tools for effective youth
engagement, her previous experiences extend beyond
volunteering and activism. For two years, she has
worked in the Information Technology sector as a
Business Applications Specialist.
She is fluent in English and will try her best in French.

Deborah Lika
Deborah is a recent graduate in Public Law, which she
pursued in order to fulfill her academic interests that
include constitutional law, international security, and
diplomacy.
Before devoting her full time as a project assistant at
UNAA, Deborah served as an assistant lawyer in the
administration department at Telekom Albania,
Bitri&Bakiu Law firm, and for more than a year she
engaged as an assistant in a Notary office in Tirana.
She currently acts as a Project Assistant for Albanian
Youth Delegates to the UN Programme (UNYD) and
Logistics Officer of the “Building Partnership for Youth,
Peace, and Security” initiative
Deborah is also the co-director of the Human
Resources Department and Vice President of the
associationʼs youth chapter, UNYAA

Our Partners
Ministry of Europe and Foreign Affairs
UN Country Team in Albania
UNICEF in Albania
UNFPA
US Embassy in Tirana
Embassy of Netherlands
Swedish Embassy
Regional Youth Cooperation Office
OSCE Presence in Albania
Nation Youth Agency
National Youth Congress
Swedish Institute
University of New York Tirana
Epoka University
Beder University
World Federation of United Nations Associations
MSOI - UNA Italy
UNAA Germany
BETA Europe
IDSA - UNA Hungary
ELSA Albania
Destil Creative Hub
ECO Albania
Eden Center
Protection and Preservation of Natural Environment in Albania (PPNEA)
ICC Albania
Young Professionals Network
Youth Movement of Puka
Zeri Qytetar
Erasmus Students Network Albania
“ATA” group
16 Shtatori High School
Kongresi i Manastirit High School

RISING ABOVE 2021
This new year will see significant developments with regards to both organizational and
thematic features of UNAA. The General Assembly held on 17 January 2022 confirmed the
renewal of the mandate of Kristi Cina as President, Klajdi Kaziu as Secretary-General, and
Linda Kelmendi as Treasurer while welcoming back Alba Brojka as the new Vice-President
of the organization. The organization will soon present its Circle of Friends composed of
exceptional individuals highly knowledgeable in specific fields of expertise that will advise
the Executive Board on strategic decisions and form a talent pool for its projects. A newly
updated website (unaalbania.org) will be launched soon serving as a platform of
information sharing and public communication of UNAA. Furthermore, UNAAs mid-term
work will focus on four thematic programs which are complementary and interlinked with
one another. Sustainable development, gender equality, human rights, and youth will be
issues that cut across all four programs contributing to the achievement of UNAAʼs vision
and mission. Such programs are as follows:
(Youth) Engagement, Participation & Advocacy
This program seeks to both create and consolidate forms of community organizing, youth
participation and representation mechanisms, leadership development, as well as youth
empowerment initiatives. It stems from the internal modus operandi of the organization
(especially regarding its youth chapter: UNYA Albania) and its long-term commitments to
youth and civic engagement, and aims at widening its impact across the local, national, and
international context. The program includes actions containing multicultural and multilateral
elements which, put together, contribute to mainstreaming youth perspectives in the public
debate.
.

Democratic and Good Governance Literacy
The Democratic and Good Governance Literacy Program is designed as a combination of
initiatives that use various mediums and formats to advance education for democracy and the
institutional dimension of sustainability. Anchored in the belief that democratic processes and
integrity are crucial ingredients in the advancement of the Sustainable Development Goals, this
program adopts elements of civic education and positive youth development approaches to
achieve its purpose. Projects and activities that are developed under the program include floor
games that promote local democracy, research platforms on good governance and
sustainability policies, and initiatives focused on the concept of integrity.

Peace and Security
In a fast-changing world, the pandemic, tech developments, and climate change effects
have shown us that there is an undeniable link between peace, security, and sustainable
development. This program wants to promote even more the role of youth in peace
processes and the need to incorporate their contribution in security issues. Both peace and
security are interconnected with the broader concept of sustainable development, where
everyday actions of youth are shaping the present and the future. This program aims to
assist in the development of youth skills, amplify youth voices and youth-generated
initiatives, draft intersectional policy recommendations that reflect current developments,
facilitate the creation of coalitions of civil society organizations, youth networks,
academia, and national and international stakeholders, thus coordinating joint efforts in
advancing the implementation also the Youth, Peace, and Security Agenda (UNSCR 2250).

European Perspective
This program aims to develop initiatives that explore and tap into the interlinkages
between actions that support Albaniaʼs path towards accession to the European Union
and the analysis of ongoing EU policies. Citizens and youth can have meaningful
contributions to the integration process by becoming part of the consultations of
specific chapters with interest to them (Chapter 10 - Information society and media;
Chapter 15 - Energy, chapter 25 - Science and Research, Chapter 31 - Foreign Policy,
Security and Defense). It is equally important to bring ongoing discussions on EU
policies and provide analysis so as citizens are familiar with the structure and the
shaping of the organization that their country is becoming a member of.

